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their trades unions, yet they come here and work among us at a lower
rate than they were willing to do at home, and injure both themselves
and us.'72
The outburst of rioting in London in 1719 against the wearers of
printed calicoes was the result 01* a time of depression, severely felt by
the weavers, whose numbers had been rapidly increased. The contro-
versialists speak of * the unreasonable and unlimited increase of weavers
in London when hands are so much wanted in other handycraft
trades9.73 This 'makes it impossible for them to have work all the year
round and when they are idle they form themselves into clubs and from
thence into riotous and tumultuous assembleies. . . /74 Again, 'the
grand cause of the weavers wanting work is the covetousness of the
masters and mistresses in taking so many apprentices for the sake of the
money they have with them'.75 A silk-weaver's answer to this last
accusation throws much light on the way the trade was recruited, and
shows that the causes of distress discovered by the Hand-loom Com-
missioners in 1840 were deeply rooted in the early organization of the
Spitalfields trade. *In the first place/ he says,
few masters take apprentices, and when they do, seldom more than one, and
perhaps a son or near relation. Secondly, as to the journeymen, the essence of
the charge is false ... for where there is one that has money with an appren-
tice there are fifty that have none at all, and the most they have, when they
can get it, is not above £5 or £6, and the reason of this proves itself. For in
the first place they commonly take such poor boys apprentices as have been
first brought up to the trade, for you must know that every workman has a
boy to attend to him, to help him pick his silk clean, to fill his quills, and in a
flowered work to draw up the figure. Some of these things these boys are able
to do at the age of six or seven, for which they receive as., 35., 43., and 43.6<L
a week, which is a great help to their poor fathers and mothers. This they
continue till fourteen, at which time they seek for a master and masters also
seek for such boys. Secondly, it is of much more advantage to a master to
take such a boy -without money, than a stranger with money, and the parents
of such boys being very poor, 'tis ridiculous to say they are taken for the sake
of the money.75
In other words, they were, taken for the sake of cheap labour. In 1769,
according to the Public Advertiser, it was *a certain fact that there are
several weavers in Spitalfields who have from ten to twenty apprentices

